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Small talk quiz 
 
There is sometimes more than one answer to the questions 
 

1. What are fairly universal topics for small talk?  
 
 

2. In which countries would the subject of ‘religion’ be a high-risk topic? 
 

- Bangladesh 
- Saudi Arabia 
- U.S.A. 

 
3. Where would ‘compliments’ be common in small talk?  
 

- China 
- Germany 
- Russia 
- Spain 
 

4. Where is the topic of ‘politics’ a fairly common topic? 
 

- France 
- Hungary 
- Spain 

 
5. In which countries should you not be surprised to discuss your salary?  
 

- France 
- Russia 
- U.S.A. 

 
6. Where is it common to do small talk in a lift? 
 

- Britain 
- Germany 
- U.S.A. 
 

7.  Where would it be unusual to do business during the actual meal? 
 

- Britain 
- Mexico 
- France 

 
8.  Which cultures typically do not talk about the weather? 
 

- Brazil 
- China 
- Ireland 



                    

Pauline Bramall-Stephany & Nicola Thompson   © LinC  
 

-  
                                         Small Talk Quiz 
 

1. What are fairly universal topics for small talk?  
 

     -    local / festive events, sights & food, the weather, transport, 
          the news, sports, their culture & history, places to go 

 
2. In which countries would the subject of ‘religion’ be a high-risk topic? 
 

- Bangladesh  
- Saudi Arabia 
- USA  
 

3. Where would ‘compliments’ be common in small talk?  
 

- China  
- Germany 
- Russia, Spain  
 

4. Where is the topic of ‘politics’ a fairly common topic? 
 

- France  
- Hungary  
- Spain 

 
5. In which countries would it not be surprising to discuss one's salary?  
 

- France  
- Russia  
- U.S.A. 

 
6. Where is it common to do small talk in a lift? 
 

- Britain 
- Germany  
- U.S.A.  
 

7.  Where would it be unusual to do business during the actual meal? 
 

- Britain 
- Mexico 
- France 

 
8.  Which cultures typically do not talk about the weather? 
 

- Brazil  
- China  
- Ireland 

 


